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Course Description 
Global Leadership in the 21st Century pushes students to investigate the major global issues 
in our complex system today. Students will think critically and creatively around the themes of 
human rights, government and diplomacy, immigration, and climate change. Students will 
research the context of the issue by weighing multiple perspectives and evaluate ethical and 
sustainable responses to these issues. Through case study analysis, debate, simulations, and 
research, students will gain a deeper understanding of the world around them. 
 
Readings  
You will be provided with supplemental materials throughout the year.  You are also expected 
to keep apprised of global events.  I’ve compiled a brief list of sources for English-language 
global news: https://goo.gl/CCZEUV. This is in no way exhaustive or entirely neutral. All 
sources have bias. The views expressed in these sources should not be seen as an 
endorsement.  I hope you’ll find varied perspectives, though. 
 
Discussion 
Part of our class routine uses elements of the “Harkness Method.” Harkness is a 
discussion-based instructional philosophy that emphasizes student inquiry, agency, and 
cooperation. Preparing to discuss a topic with peers is central to studying. The teacher isn’t 
the center of the discussion, the students have more control and responsibility for the 
direction it goes. They are responsible for speaking to one another and responding to one 
another. They aren’t just taking turns talking, but are actually listening and responding to one 
another, to move the substance of the discussion forward, toward a better and deeper 
understanding of the topic. Students will discover new insights from their peers, but listening 
in order to learn new things is not exactly the point. This is primarily an exercise in analysis, 
reasoning, and use of evidence. In order to explain something to others, you need to 
understand it really well yourself. A discussion among peers is one way to experience that. 
 
We will review “How to be an awesome discussion participant” next week.  This will explain 
our expectations for preparation, conversation, and grading in greater detail.  
 
Exams: For all intents and purposes, we will not have exams in this course.  I am less 
interested in your capacity for memorization and regurgitation.  I am most interested in your 
willingness to grapple with values and to consider the complexity and tradeoffs of modern 
life. 
 
Grading Procedures: 

65% Major  
● Online roundtable discussion  
● Live roundtable discussion  
● Summative assignments (projects) 

35% Daily Grades 
● Viewing responses 
● HW responses 
● Simulations 
● G20 Briefings 
● Presentations     

http://whscgaslow.weebly.com/
https://goo.gl/CCZEUV


Units of Study 
Unit 1 - The World as We Know It 
Unit 2 - Governance & World Affairs 
Unit 3  - Human & Collective Rights 
Unit 4  - Culture - What Function Does It Serve? 
Unit 5 - Migration - Source, Flow, Destination, Impact 
Unit 6 - Climate Change - A Challenge for the 21st Century 
The course is a living organism. Each unit is subject to change. 
 
Make Up Work  
You are responsible to obtain make up work.  If you miss a class discussion, you will be 
required to do a brief assignment as make up. 
 
Late Work  
If you see a ‘1’ in the gradebook it means you have a missing assignment and you need to turn 
it in or make it up for full credit. 
 
Extra Credit  
You will have opportunities for extra credit, on occasion. 
 
Required Materials 
 

● Writing utensils (pens and pencils) 
● Spiral lined notebook for Think/Pair/Share and written assignments 
● Fully charged iPad 
● Portable Charger Power Bank for iPads/phones (recommended) 

 
Rules & Expectations 
 

●       Respect Others. 
●       Don't inhibit teacher's ability teach or others' ability to learn. 
● Keep up with the reading.  Meaningful classroom discussion can only take place 

when you come to class prepared.   
● Participate actively in discussions - the success of this class depends on it! 
● Keep up with current events.   

 
Tutoring Schedule 
Monday 4:15 - 4:45 PM. Available by email appointment, as well. 
 
Final Note 
This is a brand new course.  Throughout the year, we will be trying many activities for the first 
time.  I will be actively seeking your feedback and suggestions. I will certainly make many 
mistakes as this course develops.  If there are topics or perspectives you would like included, 
please let me know. My hope is that you'll cultivate engagement with a topic and help to 
animate the course.   
 
In some ways, this course will be what you make of it.  I intend to leave space for you to 
choose-your-own-adventure.  But please bring us all along, as well.  Thank you for your hard 
work. 
 
 
 


